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Abstract: £

Welcome to the ‘It’s Our River Too! A Resource Raising Questions about

the (I between Decolon:.sat:l.on and Decarbonisation’, a creative
—

research project funded By Durham University Student Union’s

{ Decolonise Durham Campaign, supported by the Sociology Department’s ;
Decolonial Working Group. ’;

LY - i —
This research aims to build and expand links between decolonisation ’

and decarbonisation in the context of County Durham’s history, by

gathering literature and primary resources for the use of teaching,

learning and further reading. It is also a response to student

feedback from the Sociology Department which showed an interest in

local case studies. This suggests a dissonance between the

university’s projection of itself as a ‘global’ institution, and its

failure to position itself within the Northeast. This zine is the

creation of a student intern seeking to spark a conversation about ‘
link§between local environmental pollution and colonialism.

\
. This project focuses on County Durham’s history to emphasise the |
. importance of valuing knowledge ;) which has historically been ‘ ‘

disavowed by governments and centralised authorities. Here, local
knowledge refers to ways of living in a locality, transmitted
generationally and in balance with the surrounding natural ecosystems.
Th:.s research on Co;mty Durham’s mining heritage aims to show how }
and"lmposed structures of capitalist power, such as mine y [
owners and private water companies, have profoundly devastated the
local environment and exacerbated economic inequalities. In a : ‘
~ university where students from the Northeast are vastly
underrm(of graduates, 2014-2019) [1], drawing attention
to local histories and engaging the academic community in discussions
and critiques of colonialist legacies, must be key to our decolonising
. project.
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The lz:.ne‘ has historically been &nt:.—es‘!:abl;shment (having emerged from [
the punk scene in the 1980s and developed through the riot grlll 1990s
era), in its DIY making process, critical content and wide ‘
accessibility- free via public ln.brar:l.es and now open access
el *f:.les This zine has been made to be and gnti-capitalis -
Gand advocates for academic zines to be used as a remedy for icult, |
f inaccessible academic writing and high-cost journal subscriptions
‘(Merhar, 2020) . bell hooks theor:.sed that educat:.on has the potential ‘
(to be a ‘practice of freedom’ that unequal . power structures
and creates social justice, where educators-and students take risks in
F\:he classroom. This zine, and others like it, could help to start the
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ﬁ @) process by critiquing ways in which the neo-liberal
\@ university is entangled with colonialism, in a defiantly creative
a ‘Lformat (Bagelman & Bagelman, 2016).
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oIt’s Our River Too’
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- WHERE 1S 7HE [EMPATY

Vane Tempest Vigil, which protested
Durh? in 1993, argues that

work on the Women's
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Phytopenmos (microscopic plants and algae) and macrophytes (larger
aqua'nc plants) form a primary part of the food chain, but they are affected by
nutrient enrichment, and are a good indicator of diffuse pollution problems.
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_X (Wood, 2008).

Specific polltams i
Arsenic
Chlorothalonil
Chromium (V1)
Copper
Diazinon
Dimethoate

Iron

Pendimethalin |
Triclosan :

Zinc i

Use and Abuse of Climate Knowlge: Climate discourse
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